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cated at his Army Headquarters. The grand-dukes
hoisted the red flag above their palaces. The Imperial
Guard went over to the rebels. The revolution was
accomplished and it had not cost five hundred lives.
The proletarians had risen of their own accord. Their
lack of leadership immediately made itself felt. The
Duma slavishly formed a provisional government, with
Kerensky as prime minister. Side by side with it, a
Soviet was constituted, consisting of working men and
soldiers, mensheviks for the most part. These two
mutually antagonistic organizations undertook to share
the government and from the I4th March there was
an open breach between them. The Provisional Govern-
ment decided unanimously to continue the war. The
Soviet issued a peace manifesto to all the nations of the
world.
The ensuing months saw things going from bad to
worse. The war went on, in virtue of the principle that
it was the duty of a democracy to resist German Im-
perialism. The economic crisis became more acute.
The Provisional Government vacillated, temporized, and
postponed for week after week the summoning of that
Constituent Assembly which everyone hoped would save
,the situation. The Soviet was looking for *a via media
between demagogy and reaction'. The long awaited
agrarian laws did not materialize. Lenin was in Switzer-
land when he heard the tidings from St. Petersburg,
How was he going to get back to Russia? He immediately
set to work to examine the various possibilities. The
German Headquarters Staff, which realized what an
admirable ally they would have in this hungry doctrin-
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